
May 15, 2020 
 
Commander Petch: 
 
I hardly know where to begin with my response to your message of earlier today addressed to the "Amvets Dept of Michigan 
Family". First off, a family does not expect members to be submissive to one another or to someone who portrays him or herself as 
totally in charge. Through several instances occurring over the course of the year, our Department Auxiliary has been treated 
disrespectfully and dismissively, neither which are family values in our home. Additionally, our Convention Chair PDP Carol Pickett 
was left out of Convention Committee conference calls and was unable to present concerns from the Auxiliary members of the 
AMVETS family 
 
The March 18th directive from National AMVETS Commander Jan Brown noted: "...some or maybe even all Departments will not be 
able to safely or legally hold a proper statewide convention in 2020." The decision whether or not to hold a Department Convention 
was left solely in the hands of each individual Department. Considering circumstances in each state are different, it made great 
sense to me to pass decision-making ability onto each Department. Waiting for "a Chain of Command" decision from National was 
not required. In fact, you are fully aware several Departments had canceled their annual conventions far in advance of a notice 
about the status of the National Convention. I did not understand the logic behind Michigan AMVETS determination they could not 
make a decision on their own as of March 18th nor do I understand it now. I would like to add, in every instance, we have received 
notice of National AMVETS decisions from our National AMVETS Auxiliary in advance of anything received from National AMVETS or 
Department of Michigan.  
 
I wish to remind you the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary is a separate entity, with our own Constitution and Bylaws. We have the ability 
and the authority to make decisions independent of AMVETS. Furthermore, our “chain of command” is through the National Ladies 
Auxiliary which has given us direction and guidance during this critical time in our nation’s history.  
 
After careful consideration of the concerns of our AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Department of Michigan Officers and after consultation 
with our National AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Parliamentarian, I polled our officers to determine who would be able to attend 
Convention on the July dates. Twenty of twenty-two (91%) said they would not. Without a quorum, we would not be able to have a 
meeting, hold elections, or conduct normal convention business. You were advised of this decision by me on May 5th to which the 
only reply received is the one you sent this morning. The concerns of our ladies were the same as those previously shared with you 
on April 23rd:  most of our Department Officers have various health issues which make them at high risk for a serious health crisis if 
exposed to COVID-19. Some had consulted with their personal physicians before making this difficult decision. We are well within 
our rights to decide not to meet.  
 
Our ladies work very hard to support our veterans and our communities. Every year, we report in excess of $1.5 million in service 
evaluations in support of our various programs. Currently, ladies around the State are staying at home but are still contributing by 
making face masks, supporting food banks, raising funds remotely for scholarships, holding blood drives etc. And, regardless of your 
appreciation or lack thereof for our efforts, they will continue to work hard in support of our programs.  
 
On behalf of our members, I am disappointed by the tone and accusations in your letter. Leadership is a difficult role even under the 
best of circumstances. In times of crisis, leaders need to do more to provide guidance and moral support rather than diminish those 
who serve voluntarily to help others. Can we and will we continue to work hard in support of our Michigan AMVETS? Certainly! And, 
as you point out, “we are dependent on one another for our continued existence and future growth", something the AMVETS Ladies 
Auxiliary Department of Michigan has always been dedicated towards doing, now more than ever. I had hoped with my May 5th 
letter you would have understood we were not trying to get in the way of your AMVETS decisions, but rather make our own in the 
best interest of our members.  
 
I suggest we move on from here, forgive and forget perceived grievances as family members do. Moving forward, I ask only for 
increased respect from our AMVETS towards our AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary. As is stated in our Preamble, we are "the mothers, wives, 
widows, grandmothers, sisters, daughters, step-daughters and granddaughters of American Veterans". While we did not serve on 
the front lines, we served at home in support of our veterans. We are proud of our relationship with AMVETS which we trust will 
improve from here forward.  
 
Bertha Zeno Lema, President 
AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Department of Michigan 

 


