
March 2020 

Today is the first day of Spring. While our hearts and souls are ready for the grass to get green, 

trees to leaf out, and flowers to bloom, we are experiencing a difficulty such as we have never 

before seen in our lifetimes. My bulletin this month is a bit delayed because I have been waiting 

for some guidelines from our National leadership, which we have received on Wednesday. 

However, as our National Parliamentarian Heidi Dineen-Serpis indicated in her letter to 

Departments “we are in uncharted waters”. Definitely.  

Our Constitution and Bylaws do not cover how to address ways in which to move our 

organization forward in a time of a pandemic. But that does not mean we cannot work together 

to make some basic decisions as to how to continue the work we do for our veterans, their 

families, and our communities. We just need to approach this work in a different fashion than 

how we have done so in the past.  

What do I mean? We are still working on our response. Tomorrow, I will be conferencing with 

Commander Petch, SOA Commander Torr, and Riders’ President Duvall to develop a 

contingency plan to handle future meetings. In the event current closures and restrictions 

remain in place beyond March 30th, we need to be prepared.  

I have been watching the President’s daily news conferences to try to get a better idea as to how 

best to ensure we meet our obligations without endangering the health and safety of our 

members. The best advice I can provide right now to all of you is to stay home if at all possible. If 

you need to go out for necessities, use common sense health and safety protocols. If you are not 

watching those daily news conferences, I suggest you do so you can keep up-to-date on the most 

current CDC recommendations. Staying informed is the best way to stay healthy. 

So, you are stuck at home and are bored silly. What can you do? I am taking the time to complete 

some projects which have been sitting around. Early spring cleaning. If you are on Facebook, 

there are literally hundreds of ideas for free virtual tours of museums, zoos, and wonderful sites 

around our country. I have not yet taken advantage of any of them but plan to.  

Stay in contact with your auxiliary sisters. I see several posts and auxiliaries where members 

have daily check-ins. Many younger, healthy members are volunteering to shop for older 

members who should stay home. I am so proud of these members who are thinking about others. 

We are in this together.  

Get outside for fresh air occasionally. Take a walk. Just keep a safe social distance to cut down 

the spread of this horrible virus. As soon as I have more information about our next steps as a 

Department, I will share them with all of you. In the meanwhile, stay home so you can stay 

healthy and safe.   

Yours in Service to veterans and their families, 

Bert  

If you have a topic you would like me to discuss in a future bulletin, pass it along! I can be reached by email at 

lema81@wowway.com or by phone at 586.214.1019.   
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