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November is a month of many special observances: There’s Veterans Day to honor 

all those who have served to keep us safe. It’s also the month where we honor the 

Military Family. And, then there’s Thanksgiving, when we share a table with 

family and friends to celebrate all the things for which we give thanks.  

How many of you knew the week of November 10th is World Kindness Week, with 

the 13th being World Kindness Day? What a novel idea! A whole week and one 

special day devoted to the idea of being kind to one another! But just because 

someone put it on the calendar, how many of us really are practicing kindness 

towards one another? If we aren’t always thinking about being kind to our fellow 

humans, what makes anyone think we’ll put on our kindness hat and celebrate the 

event on one day, let alone a whole week.  

Our Auxiliary members exemplify kindness:  towards our veterans, military 

families, our communities, and children. It comes automatically to us. It is why 

many of us joined Auxiliary. Unfortunately, the kindness we exhibit towards what 

we do for those we serve does not always get shared with the members of our 

AMVETS Family. If it did, why would there be a need for our National Auxiliary to 

write a memorandum dated November 2, 2018 titled Social Media Policy? 

 It was written to address concerns about the inappropriate use of AMVETS, 

Auxiliary, SOA, or Riders social media pages. These pages are specifically intended 

to promote the Aims and Purposes of the AMVETS Family. They are not intended 

to share political beliefs, discriminate against others, post nude photos, or use 

explicit language. They are for the purpose of building community not to bully, 

harass, or intimidate others. Anyone using these social media must ensure to 

maintain the integrity and ideals of our organization and our bylaws. This policy 

needed to be written because some of us were using these media for purposes other 

than intended. In other words, we were being unkind to one another.  

Are your personal social media rantings covered by this memo? No. But, please 

remember each of you represents our organization. If you decide to negatively vent 

your concerns or complaints about us on social media, it reflects poorly on you and 

on our entire AMVETS Family. If you are upset about something, do us all a favor 

and vent in-person to a friend. Call me to complain. Please do not put it on social 

media. Once something is said in the heat of anger, you can never take back those 

disparaging words. You may regret what you said or did, but you cannot undo it 

once you have shared those thoughts in such a public manner. Be thoughtful, be 

kind and I mean to each other, too. 

Wishing our veterans, our military families and all of you a Very Happy Thanksgiving,  

Bert 

If you have a topic you would like me to discuss in a future bulletin, pass it along! I can be reached 

by email at lema81@wowway.com or by phone at 586.214.1019.   
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