Pat Michalski – Head Delegate Report

2013-2014 National Convention

Memphis, Tennessee

August 13 – 16, 2014

National President, Linda McGriff, called the first business session to order on Wednesday, August 13, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. with the Introduction of National Officers.  At this time, Michigan had 12 local delegates, NEC woman and Head Delegate for a total vote of 14.

There was a special presentation by the Koinonia Chorus from Lake Region Conference.  Members came from all over for this event (IN, IL, MI, AL, & ID).  Singing 45 years under the direction of Elder Donnell Smith.

Heide Dineen-Serpis, Parliamentarian, presented the Convention referrals, will be voted on later.  She announced that the referral from Michigan was received late and was not considered.

National President announced that Leslie Wunderlee would be taking over as Honor & Awards Chairman for Dee Kreiling who is unable to attend convention.

Officer’s reports were given at this time.

National President, Linda McGriff thanked everyone for a wonderful year.  Spoke on all of her travels to Departments and out of country trips as well.

1st Vice President, Sylvia Rowland reported End of Year membership was 39,913, down from last year which was 41,336.  She had two (2) recommendations from the Membership Committee.

1.  On the Membership application where it says signature of the Secretary – change to read: Signature of the Membership Chairman.

2. In the Convention Digest on the form for Membership Awards entry form, change last column to read: Local President & Membership Chairman signature.

Both carried.

Membership Committee discussed Fall National Lines sent out to every member.  Suggest locals review rosters when sent out and check member’s address and make changes and return to Department.

Also let National Headquarters know if you are receiving a double (husband & yourself) issue of the AMVET magazine.  This will save on mailing expense.

National President spoke at this time of the letter received from AMVETS regarding the Membership year changed at the Daytona convention changing the Membership year from 9/1 to 8/31 for AMVETS.  National sent out letter stating this was for all subordinate organizations.  National Auxiliary received letter from AMVETS asking when the Auxiliary is going to be in compliance.  President scrambled with help from PNP’s and submitted a resolution asking to be excused from this change.  Problem was Auxiliary can not take resolution to AMVET floor.  Department of Texas AMVETS is taking resolution to the AMVET floor on Friday.  President Linda encouraged us to talk with husbands and AMVET delegates to pass this resolution.  Stated many reasons why this would be a hardship on the Ladies Auxiliary.

2nd Vice President, Kathy Berning gave report and stated St. Jude’s Ranch is taking recycled card fronts. I contacted Kathy via email when I returned home and she checked with their website and reported they will take any occasion cards, Birthday, Thank You, & Holidays to name a few.  They recommend cards not have any writing on back.  Address to send cards is:  St. Jude’s Ranch for Children, Recycled Card Program, 100 St. Jude’s St., Boulder City, NV 89005.  Kathy also thought the evaluation would be a nickel each per recycled items, since unlike paper they are re-made into new cards.

3rd Vice President, Evelyn McElvin asked us to stop by the Community Service Love Train and Resource Fair on Thursday.  Will be showing the PAWS Puppy Pads (2 ft. x 3 ft.) which is a training tool for the Puppies; materials to be used are cotton, cotton blend or flannel.

It was moved and carried that PAWS Puppy Pads evaluation be $30.00 all inclusive (no hours).

Treassurer, Barbara Guth stated if you have questions on donations, see her.  Also reported if a check is written and returned (insufficient funds), you will be charged an additional $25.00.  The budget was presented for next year and will be voted on later.

Americanism Officer, Barbara Valley, spoke on her project at Freedoms Foundation which was Classroom Technology & Furniture Campaign.

Not taking expired coupons anymore:  Belgium, CAFAP-ACS, Unit 21420, Box 6675, APO, AE 0975.

Scholarship Officer, Leslie Nell reported 30 applications were received and 19 were disqualified.  Two Career Start applications received and both were disqualified.  Reasons were wrong forms and forms not being completely filled out.  If not applicable must mark NA.  Eleven (11) awards will be given out – College Support-three at $500; National Scholarships-two at $1,000 and six at $750.00.  

There was a recommendation from the committee but will bring back after re-wording it.

Sgt At Arms, Shelia Jackson reported questions were asked in Committee meeting.

If you are in uniform with hat only – Yes.

If you are in proper Uniform (even though you have the rest) but No hat – No.

Chaplain, Dawn Dennie – Spoke on the Code of Ethics and asked us to review them.

Parliamentarian, Heidi Dineen-Serpis recommended every Local Auxiliary have copies of Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised.  Recommendations were passed out and will be voted on after the second reading.

Hospital Officer, Marvell Ruppel has committee recommendations but will vote later.

Convention Chairman, Betty Lawson, spoke on the Resource Fair to be held on Thursday morning.

Joint opening with AMVETS was held today in the Cannon Center at 12:30 and Memorial Service at 3:00 p.m.  I was not impressed with the Memorial Service this year.  The Choir that performed at the Auxiliary opening session, presented several songs.  There was a slide-show presentation about AMVETS, then the National Commander and National President honored the deceased members.  No Departments were represented as in the past.

Wednesday evening was Tennessee Night and a great time was had by all.  Even Elvis!!!

The second Convention session was called to order on Thursday, 8/14/2015 at 8:00 a.m.

Hospital Officer, Marvell Ruppell gave report.  Websites for used cell phones.

www.grcrecycling.com
www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com
Recommendations from the Hospital Committee:

8-tracks, cassettes, VHS tapes, records and albums be evaluated at $5.00 each.

Add to evaluation:  Steel-toed shoes and boots be evaluated at $50.00.

Both carried.

Discussion on homeless shelters – VA Medical on grounds – Americanism

Homeless Center & Medically staffed – Hospital

Question on donating children’s coloring books to waiting rooms – Child Welfare as the children are not patients in hospital.

NEC Council President, Thelma Adcock gave her report.

Convention Chairman, Betty Lawson, again spoke on Resource Fair.  All service programs will have handouts and displays.

Betty also reported on 2015 Training at Pigeon Forge.  Theme will be People & Leadership Skills.  Flyers will be sent out (some were there, but gone).  Cost $160.00

AMVETS National Commander John Mitchell came on the floor with Executive Director, Stewart Hickey.  Thanked Auxiliary Headquarters for their hard work.

Deputy Secretary General of Taiwan, Hans Song and Major General Nick Chen representing the Republic of China’s Veterans spoke to us at this time.

Scholarship Officer, Leslie Nell, Brought Recommendations.

1. From Page 1 of the National Scholarship Application & College Support – take out number attending college as it is already listed on the second page where it states number of brothers & sisters and if they are attending college.

2. On the Scholarship cover page under “List of Requirements”, change the wording to now read:  If changing schools a letter of acceptance, on official letterhead, from an accredited college or university.  (Just a flip of words from last to first)

Both Carried.

National Executive Administrator, Carol King reported they are waiting to see if there will be a change in our Membership year before printing cards.  Carol also stated it is important that National Headquarters has your email address.  Carol tries to send out updates bi-weekly to keep everyone updated.  National Auxiliary now on Facebook and uses it for posting office hours, auxiliary information and articles of interest on Veteran’s issues.   Asked that Departments send National Committee Assignments to her at Headquarters by November 1.

VAVS Representative, Patti Piening, spoke on Annual Joint Reviews.  To fulfill requirements – must attend 4 meetings per year.  Representative & Deputy may share the meetings to meet requirements.

Resolution from AMVETS VAVS will be known later.

National VAVS Meeting, April 22-24, 2015 in Alberquque, N. Mexico.

National Snappiest, Aurora Noltner announced the new Officers.  Incoming Snappiest -Cynthia Rice, National Saddest – Jeff Elliott.  Their mission is Membership.

Honors & Awards, Leslie Wunderlee, Acting Honors & Awards Chairman moved to change the Local Auxiliary of the Year form.  Remove the words Auxiliary Membersip as it is repeated in the next line – This Year’s Total Membership.  Carried.

Parliamentarian, Heidi Dineen-Serpis, Constitution & By-Laws.

Page 102 – change word for to by.

Will read:  Any service performed by members of AMVETS & AMVETS & AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary in offering material to the economically underpriviledged and socially maladjusted, provided it has the prior approval of the Auxiliary and is recorded in the minutes.

National Constitution Article V: Departments, Section 1 (g): “Department Bylaws shall be reviewed every three years at their annual convention.  Any amendments to Bylaws shall be submitted, in duplicate, including a separate page indicating where changes are within the Bylaws, to the National Parliamentarian after adoption ten days prior to the opening of national convention for approval, at which time they shall become effective.”

National Constitution Article XII, Discipline, Section 1 {c) states:  Any other conduct unbecoming an AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Member change to read: “Any other conduct unbecoming an AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Member as defined in the Code of Ethics.

Section 1 (h): Charges cannot be filed on any level based on hearsay nor personality conflicts.

Section 2 A:  “All charges and specifications shall be filed in writing and clearly state any violations of Article XII, Section 1 no later than 30 days of the occurrence/discovery with the President of the Local or Department Auxiliary to which the member complained about belongs or if said member is a Member at Large shall file with the National President.  If the charges are against a President then the letter should be sent to the First Vice President.  Subsequently, if the President and First Vice President have charges filed against them, then letters should follow the proper chain of command.”

Under Department Level:  “If the member or Auxiliary wishes to appeal the Department’s decision on the alleged violation of their rights on the Department level, then the member or Auxiliary may appeal, with 20 days, in writing and signed and clearly state where the Department has violated the rights of the member as outlined in Article XII.

After the National President shall initiate the National Appeals procedure add:  The National Appeals Committee will review all National Appeal requests to determine if the proper procedure has been followed.  If the procedure is found to be in question, the Appeals Committee will set a date and time for the Appeals meeting.  The rest of the paragraph remains the same.

All changes in bold were carried.

National Service Foundation President, Jimmy T. Smith came on the floor and announced that the National Auxiliary asked for $65,000, but they could not fund, but $33,000 was approved and normally it was $10,000.  Introduced the new Executive Director, Lt. Colonel Kent Clark, a 3-1/2 star National Rating Charts.  He made a promise to make our organization stronger.

Session was closed to attend the Resource Fair.

Honors & Awards program was held in the afternoon.

Hospital – Family from St. Jude spoke and $35,212.50 was donated to St. Jude’s from National Auxiliary.

P.N.P. Brenda Kilgore Local Auxiliary - Winner - #9, Michigan

Barbara Guth Nursing Home Local Auxiliary – Winner #9, Michigan

Americanism – Jason from Freedoms Foundation spoke at this time. $12,500 donated to this year’s program – Technology in Classroom.

P.D.P. Patti Piening Local Auxiliary – Winner #57, Michigan

Individual Americanism – Winner – Pat Michalski, Michigan

Community Service – Deb Davis from PAWS gave presentation.  Mentioned Departments of FL & MI.    $39,593.42 donated by National Auxiliary.

P.D.P. Sandye Aultman Local Auxiliary - #9, Michigan

Scholarship – P.D.P. Charlene Kee – Department – Runner-up – Michigan

A $750 scholarship to Mueller from Michigan.

Scrapbook:

P.D.P. Betty Lawson Department Cover  - Runner-Up – Michigan

Child Welfare – Speaker thanked Auxiliary for support for the past 37 years, it is the largest length of time in history.  $25,722.04 donated by National Auxiliary.

The Third convention session was help on Friday, 8/15 at 9:00 a.m., and Michigan had 14 local Delegates, NEC and Department Delegate in attendance for a total vote of 16.

NEC reports were given.

National Jr. AMVETS President, Blake Porter announced they donated $3,000 to America’s fund.  New President is Hunter Hawk from Ohio.  Program is Home for our Troops.

Jr. AMVET Coordinator, Denise Spiegel gave her report.  If you see misbehaving, please let her know – don’t want bad report with kids.  Price was too high to have luncheon, tickets would have been $40.00.  They had Awards session instead.

Outgoing TN Sons Commander, Bob Tessen announced they have a new website up and running. His Theme, Honor & Remember - Not only in war but died because of service.  Bob introduced someone (didn’t get his name) who spoke on this organization – Honor & Remember.

An Honor & Remember Flag was presented.  It is a Symbol of Remembrance in 19 states. Goal is to: Establish National flag; Educate – why symbol exists; Present to every family who has lost a loved one; Comfort and stay in contact.  Established December 30, 2005.  Please go to their website www.honorandremember.org for further information.

It was announced on the floor at this time that the AMVETS passed the resolution from Texas that the Auxiliary Membership year will remain the same.  Yeah!!!

Election Rules were read at this time by National Parliamentarian, Heidi Dineen-Serpis and Nomination of Officers were held:

1st Vice – Kathy Berning

2nd Vice – Evelyn McElvin

3rd Vice – Marvell Ruppell
Americanism – Dawn Dennie

Scholarship – Leslie Nell & Beverly Studebaker

Hospital = Barbara Valley
Chaplain – Alice Delzer & Beverly Studebaker

Sgt At Arms – Shelia Jackson

President – Sylvia Rowland

J. P. Brown, Past National Commander and President of the J. H. Parke Scholarship came on the floor with his wife, Jan.  Thanked Auxiliary for support.,  This scholarship is awarded to youth who do work in Hospital.  $30,000 have been given out in Scholarships.  Two scholarship winners have come back to work for them.  J. P. & Jan presented a check from their Post of $250.00 and a personal check for $250.00, for a total of $500 to National President’s project.

At this time the Budget was approved in the amounts of Income $440,225.00 and Expenses $373,762.00.

Patty Piening, PNP reported the Bd. Of Trustees decided on the Humanitarian Award to be presented this year, Our Daily Bread, TN.  

Reported at this time that a general Caucus will be held in this room and immediately afterwards “Meet the Candidate” will be in the same room as yesterday for the Resource Fair.

At the banquet held on Friday evening, awards were presented to Department of the Year – Michigan and Auxiliary Member of the Year – Pat Michalski, Michigan

The last session of convention was called to order on Saturday, August 16th at 9:00 a.m. with Michigan having a total vote of 14, due to the fact that 2 Local Delegates left the convention on Friday morning.

Election of Officers took place.

1st Vice President – Kathy Berning

2nd Vice President – Evelyn McElvin

3rd Vice President – Marvell Ruppell
Americanism – Dee Baggett

Scholarship – Leslie Nell

Hospital – Barbara Valley
Chaplain – Beverly Studebaker

Sgt. At Arms – Shelia Jackson

President – Sylvia Rowland.

Convention was closed at 11:45 a.m.

